
Recycle Etiquette 

 

Recycling is good for the environment, if done correctly.  There has been a lot of confusion lately about what can 
and cannot be recycled due to changing standards.  Not because there isn’t a need for recyclable items; but due 
to the lack of good, clean, uncontaminated recycled material.  This is primarily due to “Wishful Recycling,” good 
people wanting to do the right thing by including wrong and/or dirty material in the recycle stream. 
 
Manufacturers cannot make quality products with dirty, contaminated source materials.  Would you want to eat 
bread made from flour that was swept up off of a dirty floor?  The same holds true for companies trying to be 
cost and environmentally conscience.  They need clean raw material just like the flour needs to be clean. 
 
Whether or not you recycle is a personal choice.  If you choose to participate it’s important to think about what 
you put in the recycle bins and keep up on the changes.  As we clean up our supply, more and more items will be 
accepted, but this will take time and require us all to do our part.  Unfortunately the recycle mantra now is 
“When in doubt, throw it out.”  Not the best thing for our environment, but that is where we are right now. 
 
There are two flyers in the newsletter, on the website, and posted in various places within Coast Village.  One 
shows what can be recycled, the other shows what cannot.  Please think twice before placing anything in our 
recycle bins.  If you’re not sure, remember the above mantra.   
 
About our recycle bins: 

 Please be courteous to others and break down ALL cardboard boxes so they lay flat.  This allows more 
people to use the bins by not being filled up by a bunch of empty space. 

 Please be conscience of what you are putting in them, only acceptable materials. 

 Please empty out any bags or boxes that hold your recyclables, the sorting employees throw out any bag 
or box and its contents regardless of what’s in it; and, definitely, no plastic bags! 

 Please make sure only clean material goes into the bins.  No dirty boxes, pet food cans, fast food 
containers (especially pizza boxes), etc. 

 Absolutely NO Trash. 

 If we lose our recycle bins due to an overabundance of wrong material, then everything will have to go to 
the dump, substantially increasing our trash cost and probably causing a dues increase. 

 There are a few volunteers who go through the bins to remove unacceptable material and break down 
boxes.  This benefits all of us but let’s be kind and reduce the need for them. 

 
If you want to donate dime deposit drink containers (please do not crush them), place them in the various 
collection cans located in the laundry room and club house. 
 
Recycling is beneficial to all of us and our future generations, but only if done so correctly.  Please do your part 
and recycle responsibly. 
 



Only the above plastics! 

Drink bottles must be transparent 

and light weight (thin plastic). 

If you didn’t drink it, it doesn’t 

belong in the recycle. 

All recycled items need to be clean!  No food, dirt, etc. 

No mixed material.  Remove plastic handles from cardboard boxes. 

No metal lids! 

They destroy the equipment. 



When in doubt, 

throw it out! 
Wishful recycling actually hurts. It contaminates good recyclable material, making it all worthless. 

NO pizza boxes!!!!!! 
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